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FEMA Region 6
Weather Threat Briefing

www.weather.gov/srh

Thursday, March 21, 2019

Disclaimer: The purpose of this briefing is to provide a Regional weather threat assessment and is meant as a general overview. 
County/Parish decision makers should consult their local NWS forecast offices for the latest detailed, local weather information. 

To find your local NWS forecast office, go to www.weather.gov/srh.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*****WAIT A FEW MINUTES BEFORE CLICKING TO OTHER SLIDES AT START UP – THIS PRESENTATION NEEDS TIME TO UPDATE AS MANY IMAGES AUTO-UPDATES*****
NO need to update the Day, Date underneath “FEMA Region 6 Weather Threat Briefing” … this auto updates in the morning.
1.) L shift / F shift – In the upper right hand corner ensure that the “Prepared by: XXXXX” has the F shift person’s name.


http://www.weather.gov/srh
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Today
• Marginal risk area for strong/severe thunderstorms across N NM.

Friday
• Marginal risk area for strong/severe storms across NE NM into the TX/OK 

Panhandles.
Saturday - Monday

• Isolated strong/severe storms possible across LA/E TX/S AR. 

River Flooding  
• Moderate to major flooding will continue through March on the Mississippi 

River in E AR/E LA.
• Significant impacts to shipping and industrial activities on the river, with 

numerous flooded roadways near the river.
• A few rivers in E TX and portions of AR/LA will remain in minor flood stage 

with minimal impacts.

Summary of the Upcoming Week

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.) L shift / F shift - Update “Today” section. (L shift remember that “Today” is tomorrow.)
2.) L shift / F shift - Update following sections as best as possible. Make sure the key points cover the next 7 days.
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FEMA Region 6 Threat Matrix
Mar 21, 2019 – Mar 25, 2019

Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon – A Few Times a Year
Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected

*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria.   
State or local threat level criteria may differ.*

For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to the last slide in this briefing. 

DAY / THREAT THU FRI SAT SUN MON

Severe Storms N NM NE NM
TX/OK Panhandles TX/OK OK/TX LA/E TX/S AR

Heavy Rain / 
Flash Flooding

Winter Weather

Fire Weather

River Flooding E AR/E LA E AR/E LA E AR/E LA E AR/E LA E AR/E LA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.) L shift / F shift – Make sure to CHANGE the Dates in the Date Range underneath “FEMA Region 6 Threat Matrix”.
2.) L shift - Delete day 1 (right click in first column, Delete Columns).  Add new day (right click in last column, Insert, Insert Columns to the Right), resize table to original dimensions. DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE THE 5 DAYS.
3.) L shift / F shift - Update any threats and color the cells appropriately. (Default table size without Strong Winds Row is 7.64)




3/21/2019 7:54 AM www.weather.gov/srh

SR ROC
REGIONAL OPERATIONS CENTER

5-Day Precipitation Forecast & River Flood Status
Note:  Even though the image displays 5 days of forecasted rainfall, river forecasts only include 1-2 days of rainfall

See http://water.weather.gov/ahps for the latest on river flooding

Moderate to Major flooding will continue through 
March on the Mississippi River in E AR/E LA.  

Arkansas
• MS River is in moderate to major flood in eastern 

AR with flooded roads near the river.

Louisiana
• MS River at Baton Rouge is at Major flood.  Shipping 

and industrial activities are significantly affected.
• The Bonnet Carre Spillway is operating to reduce 

flow and maintain just under a 17.0ft stage at New 
Orleans.  No significant impacts are noted.

A few rivers in AR/LA and E TX are in minor flood 
stage with no impacts.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1.) L shift – NO need to update the graphic.  For the text box, highlight any areas with river flooding and color code the text box accordingly.  Refer to the RFC Talking Points for areas to highlight https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PtU1QDHAymxh46wjFz-EvapfJwuWZYt9AnZ6ydV2k3M/edit#slide=id.p 

2.) F shift – Update the 5-day forecast/2-day river flood status graphic.  Go to https://noaa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=38c3083b0c4d46b583a709bf41ae83dc and click on the tab for FEMA 6, use the snipping tool to copy and paste the image into this slide. Update text box as needed .. refer to the RFC Talking Points for areas to highlight https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PtU1QDHAymxh46wjFz-EvapfJwuWZYt9AnZ6ydV2k3M/edit#slide=id.p 


http://wather.weather.gov/ahps
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Today’s Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Excessive Rainfall OutlookSevere Weather Outlook

Marginal risk area for 
strong/severe thunderstorms 

across N NM.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO need to update any of the maps!  They will auto update!  (Note:  L shift, the images will auto update properly for the F shift so don’t change them!)
[Note:  Sometimes the Forecast Rainfall and/or the Excessive Rainfall Outlook images do not auto update properly … Ensure they are up to date by checking the images vs. what is at https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=qpf and https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ero respectively … if they are not up to date, right click on the image and select Send to Back and the “ugly” images from the WPC site will be displayed]
1) L shift/F shift - Update the text boxes along the right hand side with the hazard(s) for this day and color code appropriately by right clicking and selecting the appropriate paint color (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be colored yellow, etc.).  Add or delete hazards by right clicking in the box(es) and selecting Insert Row Below or Delete Rows as appropriate.  If no hazards, just type “No Significant Weather Impacts” into the text box at the top and color code “sky blue”  (2nd blue column, 2nd row).  Delete any other rows as necessary.
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Tomorrow’s Weather
Forecast Chart

Excessive Rainfall OutlookSevere Weather Outlook

Forecast Rainfall

Marginal risk area for 
strong/severe 

thunderstorms across NE 
NM into the TX/OK 

Panhandles.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO need to update any of the maps!  They will auto update!  (Note:  L shift, the images will auto update properly for the F shift so don’t change them)
[Note:  Sometimes the Forecast Rainfall and/or the Excessive Rainfall Outlook images do not auto update properly … Ensure they are up to date by checking the images vs. what is at https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=qpf and https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ero respectively … if they are not up to date, right click on the image and select Send to Back and the “ugly” images from the WPC site will be displayed]
1) L shift/F shift - Update the text boxes along the right hand side with the hazard(s) for this day and color code appropriately by right clicking and selecting the appropriate paint color (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be colored yellow, etc.).  Add or delete hazards by right clicking in the box(es) and selecting Insert Row Below or Delete Rows as appropriate.  If no hazards, just type “No Significant Weather Impacts” into the text box at the top and color code “sky blue”  (2nd blue column, 2nd row).  Delete any other rows as necessary.
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Saturday’s Weather
Forecast Chart Forecast Rainfall

Severe Weather Outlook Excessive Rainfall Outlook

Isolated strong/severe 
storms across OK into N 

TX.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO need to update any of the maps!  They will auto update!  (Note:  L shift, the images will auto update properly for the F shift so don’t change them)
[Note:  Sometimes the Forecast Rainfall and/or the Excessive Rainfall Outlook images do not auto update properly … Ensure they are up to date by checking the images vs. what is at https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=qpf and https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/#page=ero respectively … if they are not up to date, right click on the image and select Send to Back and the “ugly” images from the WPC site will be displayed]
1) L shift/F shift – Update the Day 3 day next to “Weather” in the title text box. (e.g. “Wednesday’s Weather”)
2) L shift/F shift - Update the text boxes along the right hand side with the hazard(s) for this day and color code appropriately by right clicking and selecting the appropriate paint color (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be colored yellow, etc.).  Add or delete hazards by right clicking in the box(es) and selecting Insert Row Below or Delete Rows as appropriate.  If no hazards, just type “No Significant Weather Impacts” into the text box at the top and color code “sky blue”  (2nd blue column, 2nd row).  Delete any other rows as necessary.
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Days 4-5 Weather Hazards
Sunday - Monday

Very Common – Happens Often

Common – Happens Frequently

Uncommon – A Few Times a Year
Rare – Once Every 1-5 Years

Very Rare – Once Every 5-10 Years

No Weather Threats Expected

*Threat levels are based on FEMA Region 6 criteria. 
State or local threat level criteria may differ.*

For more details on the colors in the threat matrix refer to 
the last slide in this briefing. 

Isolated strong/severe 
storms possible Sunday

Isolated strong/severe 
storms possible Monday

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1) L shift/F shift – Edit the black text underneath the “Day 4-5 Weather Hazards” text box to the appropriate days 4-5. (e.g. Thursday – Friday).
2) L shift/F shift - Update/Insert shapes to outline general areas with any appropriate hazard(s) and color code appropriately (e.g. A Slight Risk of severe storms would be an oval colored yellow, etc.).  If multiple hazards with varying level of severity, separate into multiple shapes & color accordingly.  If no hazards, just COPY “No Significant Weather Impacts” text box from off the slide (use scroll bar at the bottom and scroll to the left) to center of the slide.
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Data valid as of 7am EST,  Tuesday,  March 19, 2019

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) in D3-D4 (Extreme to Exceptional Drought)
State Current Last Week 3 Months Ago 1 Year Ago

Arkansas 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Louisiana 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

New Mexico 8.10% 12.50% 19.89% 25.60%

Oklahoma 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 34.93%

Texas 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 15.08%

Drought Monitor (Released March 21, 2019)

Drought Monitor One Week Change in Drought

Presenter
Presentation Notes
-These images NO LONGER auto update! 
-THIS SLIDE SHOULD BE HIDDEN EVERY DAY EXCEPT THURSDAY L SHIFT AND FRIDAY F SHIFT!
Thursday L shift:
1) Change the dates in the title bar and in the “data valid” text. (add 7 days to each).  
2) Update the Drought Monitor map … Delete the map that is currently on the left side of this slide, then go to http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ and do a “Ctrl +” 2 or 3 times to make the map bigger.  Use the snipping tool to cut/paste Region 6 area of the current drought map into this slide on the left. (send to back, add a border)
3) Update the One Week Change in Drought map …Delete the map that is currently on the right side of this slide, then go and use the snipping tool to cut/paste Region 6 area of the current drought change map into this slide on the right.  (send to back, add a border).
4) Update the Drought Conditions table… Go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?AR and look at the D3-D4 column and record the statistics into the table at the bottom of this slide.  Do the same for the other 4 states replacing the “AR” in the URL with the appropriate 2 letter ID (e.g. http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?LA for Louisiana).
5) Save this slide as a PNG per the instructions in the Routine Daily Duties Checklist!!!






3/21/2019 7:54 AM www.weather.gov/srh

SR ROC
REGIONAL OPERATIONS CENTER

Space Weather 3-Day Forecast

Click here for a 
Description of the Space 
Weather Storm Scales

Click here for the Latest 
3-Day Space Weather 

Forecast Text

Thursday Friday Saturday

Geomagnetic Storms Quiet
(Max Kp = 2)

Quiet
(Max Kp = 2)

Moderate (G2) Storm
(Max Kp = 6)

Solar Radiation Storm (S1-S5) 1% 1% 1%

Radio Blackout (R1-R2) 15% 15% 15%

Radio Blackout (R3-R5) 1% 1% 1%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NO need to update images, they will auto update!
1.) L shift – Change the days in the header (first row) to the appropriate days. 
2.) F shift - Update info for each day according to http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-forecast  Refer to “Important Notes”/Password sheet for words to use in first row per the category scale.


http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation
http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-forecast


For more information, please contact:
National Weather Service

Southern Region Headquarters
Regional Operations Center

Fort Worth, TX

Phone:   (682) 703-3747
E-mail:   sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov

Web:   http://www.weather.gov/srh
@NWS_Southern_US https://twitter.com/NWS_Southern_US https://www.facebook.com/NWSSouthern

mailto:sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov
http://www.weather.gov/srh
https://twitter.com/NWS_Southern_US
https://www.facebook.com/NWSSouthern


Criteria for the 
color codes in 
this briefing is 

to the left, 
please provide 
any feedback 

to 
sr-srh.roc@noaa.gov.
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